To make our dreams come true
through our shared Christian Values of compassion, respect, trust, wisdom and friendship

Friday 17th April
Dear Parents and Carers,
I hope that you all enjoyed a good break over Easter and that you have been able to enjoy some family time and sunshine together. Here are a few reminders as we enter the last full term of school for this academic year. 

Breakfast and After School Club 
A reminder that Breakfast Club is available from 7:30 every morning, and that after school club sessions are also available from 3:15pm. Each session is charged at £4:00 and must be booked in advance on Arbor.  After school club is available until 6:00 on Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays, and 4:30 on a Thursday and Friday. Thursday’s club is a multi-skills sports session run by Coach Harry. We politely request that all bookings are made by 2:00pm on a Friday for the following week to allow us to arrange staffing. In an emergency, we would always do our best to help out, however we cannot staff sessions where there are no bookings. 

Sports
Last term, almost every child was coming dressed in correct sports kit for their lessons with Coach Harry; thank you for your continued support in making this happen. Sports lessons will continue to take place on Thursdays throughout the summer term. As the weather warms up, it becomes more and more important that children bring a bottle to school so that they can stay hydrated, especially on days where we have sports lessons. We have set the date of Thursday 21st May as our sports day, with a reserve date of 4th June should the weather be bad. Further details will be sent home once details have been agreed.

Special Table
Each week we have a ‘special table’ at lunchtime on a Friday. Children at this table get a drink of squash and an ice lolly to thank them for having great behaviour in the lunch hall. Every week, each child who behaves in the way we would expect in the lunch hall (uses good manners, has polite, quiet conversations with those they are sat with, uses their cutlery correctly, clears up after themselves and eats the food they have asked for) has their name put into a draw and has a chance to be invited to ‘special table.’ 

Head Teacher’s Award
I am always looking out for those children in school who are showing that they are ……..
Loving
Original
Neighbourly
Generous
Fair
Organised
Respectful and 
Determined.
When children are seen to be consistently displaying these qualities, they may be awarded a ‘Head Teacher’s Certificate’ in our Friday celebration worship.  Keep an eye open in case your child comes home with one of these special awards, as they have to work hard to get these. At the end of term (Wednesday 13th May) we hold a special tea for these children and their families to celebrate their achievement.


Parent Governors
A gentle reminder that currently, parents are not represented on our school’s governing body and this is a vacancy we are keen to fill. Parent governors work alongside other governors to make strategic decisions. Amongst other duties, they help develop a vision and strategy for the school, oversee financial performance, monitor the performance of the school and engage with the whole school community to consider their views. If you would like to know more, please talk to Miss Hodgson or Mrs Dyde, who will put you in touch with our co-chairs of governors.
Friends of Longford School
As Mrs Dyde and Mrs Mills both have children at the school, they have been organising events for ‘The Friends of Longford School’ (FoLS.) Staff are also supporting them with planning and organising events. They are doing a brilliant job in raising funds to buy outdoor play equipment for the children, however they need the support of parents to continue this. So far this year they have organised and run cake sales, a movie night, a Christmas craft afternoon and Easter activities. They are currently busy arranging hoodies for our Year 6 leavers and end of term events for the whole school. We really need some parents to volunteer to support in planning and running these events moving forward otherwise we will not have such super opportunities for our children. Could you spare a little time to staff an after-school cake sale, to help with some fundraising ideas or to run a stall on sports day perhaps? Without some support the great opportunities we currently offer will be at risk. If you can, please have Mrs Dyde or Mrs Mills. 

National Testing
There are a number of National checks that all schools are required to take part in. Notably, Year 6 will sit their Standard Assessment Tests starting on Monday 11th May, with the last paper on Thursday 14th May. Year 4 will complete their Multiplication Tables Check between 1st and 12th June. Children in Year 1 (and some in Year 2) will do their Phonics Screening Check between 8th and 12th June. We keep this time in school very calm and ensure that every child has the best chance to show what they have learnt so far. Because the assessments are so closely linked to what we do daily in class, many of the younger children don’t even realise that we are assessing their progress through these tasks. At home, you can support them by ensuring that they are sleeping and eating well. If you would like any more information, please talk to class teachers or myself. 

Attendance
We understand that children occasionally get ill and need time to recover to be fit to come to school. At our recent parents’ evenings, your child’s/children’s class teacher/s will have shared their attendance certificate with you. Time learning in school is closely linked to future success and wellbeing, so we like to  encourage good attendance. The current national average for school attendance is 93.3%, however a pupil attending school for this percentage of time would miss almost a year of schooling over their primary and secondary education! Primary school attendance nationally is currently 94.8% and we would love for our attendance to be much closer to this (it is currently 74.5%) These are quite a hard-hitting facts.  To put this in perspective…..
A child with 86% attendance will miss a whole year of their primary schooling,
A child with 71% attendance will miss 2 years of their primary education,
A child with 57% attendance will miss 3 years (almost half) of their primary education and
A child with 43% attendance will miss 4 years (more than half) of their primary education.
Please try really hard to have your child in school every day possible to support them in becoming happy and successful adults. 


Important Dates
These are intended to help families plan ahead. Please check the calendar on the school website which is updated frequently. You can also follow us on Facebook (Longford C of E Primary School) where we often post reminders about school events. 

15th April - Primary School Places are offered
16th April - Explorers trip to Coombe Bissett Farm
4th May - Bank Holiday (school closed) 
8th May - Animals Day - to celebrate David Attenborough’s 100th Birthday (come dressed as an animal)
11th May - 14th May - SATs week for Year 6
13th May - 2:30pm Head Teacher’s Tea Party (for children who were awarded a headteacher’s certificate  
                                                                 this Term)
20th May - Pentecost Service at School 
21st May - Sports Day 
22nd May - Break up for Half Term
1st June  - First day back after Half Term
1st June - 12th June Multiplication Tables Check for Year 4
4th June - Reserve Sports Day 
8th June - 12th June - Phonics Screening Check for Year 1 and some Year 2’s
10th June - Year 6 Leaver’s Service at Salisbury Cathedral 
11th June - 9AM New Reception Parents’ Meeting
24th June - Children visit new classes for an hour
29th June - Explorer’s and Philosopher’s Farm Visit
30th June - Astronomer’s Farm Visit
8th July - Children visit new classes for an hour
10th July - End of Year Reports sent home.
14th July - Parents meetings to discuss reports (separate letter nearer the time.)
15th July - Children visit new classes for the whole afternoon
21st July - Leaver’s Service at St Peter’s Church 
21st July - Last day of Term
22nd July - TD Day (school closed)

It’s going to be a busy term, but there is so much exciting learning going on that I’m sure we will all have fun. Please look out for updates. There is so much information on the school website (www.longford.wilts.sch.uk), please do take a look. 

Kind regards,

[image: ]
Miss A M Hodgson
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