To make our dreams come true
through our shared Christian Values of compassion, respect, trust, wisdom and friendship

Monday 2nd March
Dear Parents,

It looks like spring is just around the corner and the weather forecast shows that we should have some sunny weather to start our week. Here are a few updates to our recent newsletter as we continue with the spring term.

Sports Coaching and Multi-Skills Club
We are thrilled to have welcomed Coach Harry to the Longford team. He led us in some really engaging sports lessons on Thursday and judging by the smiles and feedback, I’m not sure who had the most fun with their learning, Coach Harry or the children. From this Thursday (5th March), he will be leading our after-school club session from 3:15 to 4:30. The session is bookable only on Arbor and spaces will be limited. The session is charged at the same rate as other after school sessions at £4:00. 

Breakfast and After School Club 
A reminder that Breakfast Club is available from 7:30 every morning, and that after school club sessions are also available from 3:15. Each session is charged at £4:00 and must be booked in advance on Arbor. Please can we request that all bookings are made by 2:00pm on a Friday for the following week to allow us to arrange and ensure staffing. In an emergency, we would always do our best to help out, however we cannot staff sessions where there are no bookings. 

Sports Kit
Please can we remind families that all children should come to school on a Thursday dressed for their PE lesson. This should be plain black shorts, leggings or tracksuit trousers, a plain white t-shirt, a school or completely plain jumper and trainers (ideally) or plimsolls.  Items with logos and brand names should be avoided. All children will wear their PE kit for the whole day to make the most of our sports sessions and learning time. Long hair should be tied back and any earrings are best removed or taped over for safety reasons. It is much easier for children to do this at home in preparation for the day. 

Uniform
We have tried very hard to make sure that school uniform is both affordable and practical. We do not insist on any branded items, however a very small minority of children are arriving at school in clothes that aren’t practical or in line with our uniform policy. Please have a look at the school website for details of appropriate uniform. These include black or grey dresses, skirts, shorts and trousers, white polo shirts or shirts, burgundy jumpers and cardigans and plain black shoes or trainers.

Easter Holiday
The last school day of this term is Friday 29th March, we will than have a two week break for the Easter Holidays. The first day of the Sumer Term is Monday 13th April. 

New Admissions September 2026
Do you know anyone who is looking for a school place for their child in September 2026? If so, please encourage them to call the office to arrange a tour. We would love to grow our Longford family.



Parent Governors
A little reminder that currently, parents are not represented on our school’s governing body and this is a vacancy we are eager to fill. Parent governors work alongside other governors to make strategic decisions. Amongst other duties, they help develop a vision and strategy for the school, oversee financial performance, monitor the performance of the school and engage with the whole school community to consider their views. If you would like to know more, please talk to Miss Hodgson or Mrs Dyde, who will put you in touch with our co-chairs of governors.
Friends of Longford School
As Mrs Dyde and Mrs Mills both have children at the school, they have been organising events for ‘The Friends of Longford School’ (FoLS.) Staff are also supporting them with planning and organising events. They are doing a brilliant job in raising funds to buy outdoor play equipment for the children, however they need some volunteers to help at individual events and to help organise fundraising. They are currently organising an Easter Eggstravaganza (date to be confirmed) however, the more help we have, the more enjoyable all the activities will be. Please come and talk to any of us if you could offer help for FoLS in any way.

World Book Day
A reminder that we are celebrating World Book Day this Wednesday, 4th March. Children can come to school dressed as a character from a book (please see separate letter sent last week.) During the day, we will be doing lots of story and book related activities. (The national day is Thursday 5th March, however as Mrs Turk is our English Lead, we want her to be in school to celebrate with us.)

Attendance
A polite reminder to all parents to contact the school on every day of a child’s absence. This can be done via email (admin@longford.wilts.sch.uk) or by calling the school office (01722 327292). The Education Welfare Officer at Wiltshire Council has asked us to remind parents that daily updates are essential to ensure that children are safe, and not missing in education. This is part of our duty to safeguard all children. 

Kind regards,
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Miss A M Hodgson
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