To make our dreams come true
through our shared Christian Values of compassion, respect, trust, wisdom and friendship

Tuesday 3rd February
Dear Parents,
It’s nearly half term, the days are getting longer and spring is on the horizon. With all of this in mind, here are a few reminders and updates of upcoming dates and things that are happening in school.

NSPCC Numbers Day
This Friday is NSPCC Numbers Day. You will have had a letter on Friday about this. On the day, children are welcome to come to school wearing clothes with a (loosely) numerical theme. This could be a sports shirt (with a number on), a spotty t-shirt, something with a repeating pattern etc. They could even come as a ‘Times Table Rock Star.’ In school, we will be doing some extra number-based activities. At the end of the day, there will be a cake sale in the school hall, so please bring along some change. All proceeds will be split between the NSPCC and The Friends of Longford School.

Sports Kit
Please can we remind families that all children should come to school on a Monday morning dressed for their PE lesson. This should be plain black shorts, leggings or tracksuit trousers, a plain white t-shirt, a plain jumper for colder weather and (ideally) trainers or plimsolls. Children in Explorers class only remain in their PE kit for the day to help with organisation. Children in Astronomers and Philosophers classes must bring their school uniform so that they can change after their sport lesson in preparation for the rest of the days learning. 

Uniform
We have tried very hard to make sure that school uniform is both affordable and practical. We do not insist on any branded items, however a small minority of children are arriving at school in clothes that aren’t practical or in line with our uniform policy. Please have a look at the school website for details of appropriate uniform. These include black or grey dresses, skirts, shorts and trousers, white polo shirts or shirts, burgundy jumpers and cardigans and plain black shoes or trainers.

School Lunches
All children in Explorers class are entitled to a free daily school meal. We have been offering tomatoes, salad leaves, cucumber and carrot batons regularly on our salad bar to accompany meals. Please could we encourage parents sending in a packed lunch to also include some fruit and vegetable choices in lunchboxes, and to encourage children to eat their sandwiches before other items in their lunch box. 

Half Term
The last school day of this term is Thursday 12th February. Friday 13th February is a teacher training day and children will not be in school. The first day of next half term is Monday 23rd February. 

Parent Governors
Currently, parents are not represented on our school’s governing body and this is a vacancy we are eager to fill. Parent governors work alongside other governors to make strategic decisions. Amongst other duties, they help develop a vision and strategy for the school, oversee financial performance, monitor the performance of the school and engage with the whole school community to consider their views. If you would like to know more, please talk to Miss Hodgson, who will put you in touch with our co-chairs of governors.

New Admissions September 2026
Do you know anyone who is looking for a school place for their child in September 2026? If so, please encourage them to call the office to arrange a tour. We would love to grow our Longford family.

Friends of Longford School
As Mrs Dyde and Mrs Mills both have children at the school, they have been organising events for ‘The Friends of Longford School’ (FoLS.) They are doing a brilliant job in raising funds to buy outdoor play equipment for the children, however they need some volunteers to help at individual events and to help organise fundraising. Please come and talk to any of us if you could offer help for FoLS in any way. An extra pair of hands or two at the bake sale this Friday would be a tremendous help.)  

Movie Night
On that note, FoLs are organising a movie night on Thursday 12th February from 4:30pm - 6pm. They will be showing Disney’s Encanto. Tickets are just £4.00 and include a drink and some popcorn. (There is an after-school club session that runs immediately before this, from 3:15pm to 4:30pm, which costs an additional £4.00 and may be worth considering if you’d like a few child free hours before half-term! The after-school club session is bookable and payable on Arbor.) If your child/ren would like to come, please fill out the attached slip and send to school with the money, and we will issue them with a ticket. (Don’t worry if it gets, we will be keeping a register.)

Safer Internet Day
Safer internet day falls on Tuesday 10th February. In school, we will be thinking and learning about “Smart tech, safe choices – Exploring the safe and responsible use of AI.” 

World Book Day
This year, we will be celebrating World Book Day on Wednesday 4th March. On the day, children can come to school dressed as a character from a book. During the day, we will be doing lots of story and book related activities too. (The national day is Thursday 5th March, however as Mrs Turk is our English Lead, we want her to be in school to celebrate with us.)

Attendance
A polite reminder to all parents to contact the school on every day of a child’s absence. This can be done via email (admin@longford.wilts.sch.uk) or by calling the school office (01722 327292). The Education Welfare Officer at Wiltshire Council has asked us to remind parents that daily updates are essential to ensure that children are safe, and not missing in education. This is part of our duty to safeguard all children. 

Kind regards,

[image: ]
Miss A M Hodgson
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